
 
 
ELW #654  The Church’s One Foundation 
 
1 The church's one foundation 
 is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
 she is his new creation 
 by water and the word. 
 From heav'n he came and sought her 
 to be his holy bride; 
 with his own blood he bought her, 
 and for her life he died. 
 
2 Elect from ev'ry nation, 
 yet one o'er all the earth, 
 her charter of salvation 
 one Lord, one faith, one birth: 
 one holy name she blesses, 
 partakes one holy food, 
 and to one hope she presses, 
 with ev'ry grace endued. 
 
3 Though with a scornful wonder 
 this world sees her oppressed, 
 by schisms rent asunder, 
 by heresies distressed, 
 yet saints their watch are keeping; 
 their cry goes up: "How long?" 
 And soon the night of weeping 
 shall be the morn of song. 
 
4 Through toil and tribulation 
 and tumult of her war, 
 she waits the consummation 
 of peace forevermore; 
 till with the vision glorious 
 her longing eyes are blest, 
 and the great church victorious 
 shall be the church at rest. 
 
5 Yet she on earth has union 
 with God, the Three in One, 
 and mystic sweet communion 
 with those whose rest is won. 
 Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus! 
 Lord, save us by your grace, 
 that we, like saints before us, 
 may see you face to face. 
  

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900 
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PRELUDE   Minuet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ludwig van Beethoven  
 
Please stand. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P    Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us 
 and all of creation. 
C   Amen. 
P    Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P    Faithful God, 
C  have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
 ourselves.  We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways.  
 We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves.  We 
 place our own needs before those of our neighbors.  We keep your gift 
 of salvation to ourselves.  Make us humble, cast away our 
 transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, 
 our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
P  God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and 
 resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God 

 proclaims:  Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by 
 the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the 
 world. 
C    Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN    ELW #652  Built on a Rock 
 
GREETING 
P    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  
       of the Holy Spirit be with you all.       
C   And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
P     Lord, have mercy.   
C    Lord, have mercy. 
P    Christ, have mercy.          
C    Christ, have mercy. 
P     Lord, have mercy.          
C    Lord, have mercy. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE   This Is The Feast 
 

C This is the feast of victory for our God. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
 whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
 
 This is the feast of victory for our God. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 
 and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 
 
 This is the feast of victory for our God. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 Sing with all the people of God, 
 and join in the hymn of all creation: 
 Blessing, honor, glory, and might 
 be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
 
 This is the feast of victory for our God. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
 Alleluia. 
 
 This is the feast of victory for our God. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY   
P  Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the 
 church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 
 Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
 trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the 
 church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
 lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C   Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
 
ELW #504  A Mighty Fortress 
 
1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
 a sword and shield victorious; 
 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 
 and wins salvation glorious. 
 The old satanic foe 
 has sworn to work us woe! 
 With craft and dreadful might  
 he arms himself to fight. 
 On earth he has no equal. 
 
2 No strength of ours can match his might! 
 We would be lost, rejected. 
 But now a champion comes to fight, 
 whom God himself elected. 
 You ask who this may be? 
 The Lord of hosts is he! 
 Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 
 God's only Son, adored. 
 He holds the field victorious. 
 
3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 
 all threat'ning to devour us, 
 we tremble not, unmoved we stand; 
 they cannot overpow'r us. 
 Let this world's tyrant rage; 
 in battle we'll engage! 
 His might is doomed to fail; 
 God's judgment must prevail! 
 One little word subdues him. 
 
4 God's Word forever shall abide, 
 no thanks to foes, who fear it; 
 for God himself fights by our side 
 with weapons of the Spirit. 
 Were they to take our house, 
 goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
 though life be wrenched away, 
 they cannot win the day. 

 The kingdom's ours forever! 

 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 



WORDS TO THE HYMNS 

ELW #652  Built On A Rock 

1 Built on a rock the church shall stand, 
 even when steeples are falling; 
 crumbled have spires in ev'ry land, 
 bells still are chiming and calling— 
 calling the young and old to rest, 
 calling the souls of those distressed, 
 longing for life everlasting. 
 
2 Surely, in temples made with hands 
 God the Most High is not dwelling— 
 high in the heav'ns his temple stands, 
 all earthly temples excelling. 
 Yet he who dwells in heav'n above 
 deigns to abide with us in love, 
      making our bodies his temple. 
 
3 Christ builds a house of living stones: 
 we are his own habitation; 
 he fills our hearts, his humble thrones, 
       granting us life and salvation. 
 Where two or three will seek his face, 
 he in their midst will show his grace, 
       blessings upon them bestowing. 
 
4 Yet in this house, an earthly frame, 
 Jesus the children is blessing; 
 hither we come to praise his name, 
 faith in our Savior confessing. 
 Jesus to us his Spirit sent, 
 making with us his covenant,  
       granting his children the kingdom. 
 
5 Through all the passing years, O Lord, 
 grant that, when church bells are ringing, 
 many may come to hear your Word, 
 who here this promise is bringing: 
 "I know my own, my own know me; 
 you, not the world, my face shall see; 
 my peace I leave with you. Amen." 
 
Text: Nicolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Carl Doving, 1867-1937, adapt. 
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

READING    Romans 3:19-28 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the 
law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds 
prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 
attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a 
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show 
his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins 
previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is 
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 
works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith 
apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 
Please stand. 

 
P    The Holy Gospel according to St. John. 
C    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL     John 8:31-36 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, 

you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make 

you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never 

been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a 

slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son 

has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

 
P    The Gospel of the Lord. 
C    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

SERMON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .The Rev. Donald C. Simmons 
 
Please stand. 

 
SERMON HYMN  ELW #504  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P    Lord, in your mercy, 
C   hear our prayer. 



EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
Offer to those present and those with you in spirit 

a gesture of peace, saying, “The peace of Christ be with you.” 
 
Please be seated. 

 
OFFERING   Offeratory on “Restoration” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Birchwood                      
               A basket for your offering is available on entering or exiting. 
 
Please stand. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P    The Lord be with you. 
C    And also with you. 
P     Lift up your hearts. 
C    We lift them to the Lord. 
P     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
C   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, 
      heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
      Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 
      Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
      Hosanna in the highest. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Please be seated. 

 
SHARING OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
Please stand. 
 

BLESSING 

P    Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
 bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 
C   Amen. 
  
SENDING HYMN  ELW #654  The Church’s One Foundation 
 
DISMISSAL 
A    Go in peace. Remember the poor.  
C    Thanks be to God.  
 

Ushers will dismiss by pews, back to front.  
Allow 6’ distance between people. 

  
 POSTLUDE   Aria from Suite No. 14. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  George Frideric Händel 
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_________________________________________________________________ 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please welcome The Rev. Donald Simmons as our supply pastor this morning. 
 
Please welcome Peg Gumpert as our supply pianist this morning. 
 
Home Communion - Call the church office at 610-779-3480 to sign up for a 
Home Communion visit. 
 
EXETER CARES website: www.exetercares.net to get help, or to give help 
(including donations). 
 
REMEMBER—For everyone's health and safety, only employees of SLC should 
enter the church office unless an emergency situation exists.  To deliver or pick up 
something from the church office, please contact Pastor Steve or Diane in advance 
so items can be put in the breezeway.  Thank you for your understanding. 
 
————————————————————————————————— 

 
Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday, November 1. 

                      Set your clocks BACK one hour at bedtime  
                                on Saturday night, October 31. 
 

————————————————————————————————— 
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